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officer who commanded the artillery while he was making his
bread and singing, ' tan-a, tan-a, tan-a ' The Muharaja then
said to the leader of the Mahrattas that this Rajpoot was
a dangerous fellow, and theie was no saying whom he might
slay, and that if the army retried he would send the sum of
money which had been agreed upon A bond for twenty
thousand rupees was then drawn up and signed, the Mahrattas
retired, and the Muharaja returned to Eedur He sent
immediately for Soorujmul and begged him to restore his
village, and presented him with foui thousand rupees to
rebuild his mansion Soorujmul did so, but after this he
became full of pride on account of his valoi, and used to say,
4 There is no strength in either Muharaja or Sirdars It was

* I alone that pieserved the throne of Eedur '

When the Mahrattas retired, they left garrisons at Ahmed-
nugger, Morasa, and other places The Sirdars drove out
most of these posts, but in some places they held their ground,
and in these the Peshwah acquired a half-share

Now when Champawut Soorujmul came to Eedur, the
people had to make the loads clear for him, otherwise he
threatened them A nobut beater of the durbar's on one of
these occasions, having offended him by committing a nuisance
on the public road, Soorujmul seized him, and, tying a rope
round his ankle, ducked him in a pond, lowering him and
pulling him out until he died At this tune Muharaja Shiv
Singh was old and infirm, and a great friendship existed
between the prince Bhuwanee Singh and Soorujmul On one
occasion Soorujmul made a feast at Chandunee, and invited
the prince , they weie seated together in the durbar, when
one of the prince's attendants, a Bhojuk Brahmin, happened
to spit on the floor Soorujmul was in a fury, and ordeied
the Bhojuk to lick up the spittle with his tongue The Bhojuk
said, ' I have done wrong, but now I will wipe it up with

* my clothes' Soorujmul, notwithstanding, insisted upon being
obeyed     Then the Muharaj-Koomar said,  'He has done

* wrong, therefore, if you please, I will wipe it up with my

* own shawl'   Still Soorujmul insisted, ' He shall hck it up
*with that very tongue'   Then the prince was angry, and
getting up he went away,   Returning to Eedur, he related